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In 1997, Faidon Papatheodorou 
and Nikolaos Pagkas led a team 
of scientists in the preparation of a 
“Special Environmental Study for 
the Creation of a Tilos Natural 
Park”. This study had been 
commissioned in 1996 by a Tilos 
City Council resolution. In 2002, 
Konstantinos Mentzelopoulos saw 
a dust-laden copy of this study in 
the Tilos Municipal offices and 
inquired as to its origin and 
purpose. Mr. Mentzelopoulos read 
the study and talked with 
Municipal representatives who 
admitted that for 5 years no 
private or public action had been 
taken in furtherance of the study 
recommendations. Mr. 
Mentzelopoulos expressed an 
interest in facilitating the 
implementation of the study 
recommendations, including the 
creation of a Natural Park and the 
permanent prohibition of island 
hunting. In 2002, Mr. 
Mentzelopoulos received 
Municipal approval to proceed, 
however, without compensation. 
 
This is the genesis of the Tilos 
Park Association, a non-profit 
NGO, which was founded in 
October 2003 by Mr. 
Mentzelopoulos and judicially 
approved in July 2004 to facilitate 
the creation of a Natural Park and 
develop wildlife conservation and 
ecotourism on the island.  Since 
that time, the TPA has actively 
engaged with Hellenic 
Environment Ministry and other 
relevant governmental authorities 
to re-introduce the existence of 
the Study to the government in an 
effort to achieve the Ministry’s 
official approval of the Study. After 
2 years, the TPA had achieved its 
initial aim in October 2006 with 
news of the official study 
approval.  
 
In 2006, a reputable source 
preferring to remain anonymous 
reported to the TPA in an 
uncorroborated statement that the 
Hellenic Environment Ministry was 
not responsible for the 9 year 
delay of the Study approval. The 

Tilos Natural Park Creation Approved 

source alleged that many years 
ago after political discussions at 
different governmental levels had 
taken place, a Pasok (Socialist 
Party) Cabinet Minister had 
instructed the Environment 
Ministry to attend to more 
pressing matters than the 
creation of a Tilos Natural Park. 
If the foregoing is true, the 2004 
Hellenic elections in which Pasok 
relinquished governing authority 
to the New Democracy party, 
made this Study approval 
possible. The TPA has had 
excellent relations with the 
current Environment Ministry 
and, under the supervisory 
authority of Secretary General 
Yannis Vournas, the Natural 
Park establishment is proceeding 
for the first time in 10 years. Mr. 
George Perfanis is coordinating 
this project under the capable 
direction of Mr. G. Manouris at 
the Environment Ministry 
Department of Environmental 
Development. 
 

 
 

Tilos by Vassilis Hatzirvassanis 
 
The park establishment process 
includes the review of the 
proposed Park Presidential 
Decree by 5 Ministers as well as 
the Dodecanese Governor’s 
Council and Environmental 
Committee who will submit their 
comments to the Environment 
Ministry after public hearings. By 
the close of the public hearings 
on April 6th, the Tilos Mayor had 
not called a City Council meeting 
to publicly discuss the proposed 
Presidential Decree which the 
Municipality had received one 
month earlier, and had not 
submitted any letter to the public 
hearings of either Municipal 

support or opposition to the
proposed Decree. The TPA 
submitted a letter to the public
hearings providing legal and
scientific data in support of the
Decree. The Decree outlines the
legal framework, prohibited
activities and levels of
environmental protection for Tilos
and its 16 islets. A final draft will be 
prepared by the Environment 
Ministry and submitted for Hellenic
judicial approval.  
 

 
Mikro Horio 

 
The EU Tilos LIFE Nature Project
has documented to date 153
resident and migratory wild bird
species, of which 38 are listed in
Annex I of the Birds Directive 
requiring strict protection. The
breeding/reproduction, nesting and
feeding habitat regions for
individual Annex I populations on
Tilos have been mapped for the
LIFE Project by Dr. Haralambos
Alivizatos and Yannis Rigas,
biologist at Oikos Ltd. Given these 
Annex I species habitat regions
that overlap throughout the small
63 sq. km. island, the Decree, if
approved, will ensure Hellenic
Republic compliance with the
mandatory EU Birds and Habitats
Directives 79/409/EEC and
92/43/EEC, respectively. If the EU 
Directive mandatory requirements
are not met in the event of Decree
modifications by the Hellenic
government, the new EU
Environmental Damage Liability
Directive [2004/35/EC of April 21,
2004] provides a long awaited and
much needed instrument for 
redressing violations of the
aforementioned EU Directives.  
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 TPA Brings Wetland for Wildlife 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Since 2004, the TPA Avian Recovery
Center (ARC) has treated different
migratory wild bird species from
dehydration resulting from the strain 
of their journeys. Tilos lost its two
largest natural wetlands from
construction development and a
significant reduction in rainfall over
the last 30 years. The TPA decided
that there was an urgent need to
ensure the availability of one of the
world’s most precious resources –
fresh water- for the fragile wildlife eco-
system in this Special Protection
Area.  
 
The TPA researched the scientific
functions, long term benefits and
feasibility of creating a wetland on
Tilos. After locating an EU program
designed for municipalities and a
willing EU municipal partner for Tilos
as a program prerequisite, the TPA
independently initiated the
development of a project officially
approved and entitled European
Union Interreg III Tilos, Greece/Pafos,
Cyprus Environmental Activities 
Project. This consists of certain
projects for 2007 uniquely developed
for environmental protection on Pafos
and Tilos. The 4 parts applicable to
Tilos are: 
 
(i) creation of a €373.000 wetland for
wildlife; 
(ii) creation of a mobile environmental 
education museum entitled “Our
Shared Ecosystems” for Greek and
Cypriot students,  
(iii) publication of a Guide to All the
Land and Sea Paths to Tilos, and 
(iv) publication of an informational
brochure of Tilos Coastal Eco-
Systems and Suggested Visitor 
Behavior in these areas. 
 
Without any compensation requested
(or offered by the Tilos City Council to
the non-profit TPA), the TPA created
the project for the sole benefit of the
Tilos Municipality which, as a partner
in the 2 city-project, will receive more 
than €270.000 in funding for local
employment opportunities, scientific
research studies for the wetland
creation, and more. 
 
As recited in the Ramsar Convention
“A wetlands eco-system, regardless
of size or isolation, includes biotic and
abiotic features that interact to
promote biodiversity on a larger scale.

Isolated wetlands, in particular, 
facilitate the conservation of 
indigenous flora and fauna.” 
 
Biological diversity, or biodiversity, 
underpins the flow of ecosystem 
goods and services. The annual 
global value of ecosystem goods 
and services is a startling €26 
trillion, more than 2 times the value 
of what humans produce each 
year. These goods and services 
include food, fuel, fiber, medicines, 
air quality control and climatization, 
pollination, disease mitigation, 
water flow and quality, soil fertility 
and formation, nutrient cycling, 
flooding mitigation.  Yet, 2/3 of 
ecosystem services worldwide are 
in decline. This decline is 
manifested in Europe by collapsing 
fish stocks, widespread soil 
contamination, fresh water 
shortages and disappearing 
wildlife. 
 
“Wetlands are areas of marsh, fen, 
peat land or water, natural or 
artificial, permanent or temporary, 
with water that is static or flowing, 
brackish or salt, including marine 
water the depth of which at low tide 
does not exceed 6m.” 
Characteristics of wetlands include 
the presence of hydrophytic 
vegetation with varied species and 
structural composition; hydric soils 
with varying degrees of mineral 
and organic soils; and micro-
organisms/animal life. 
[www.ramsar.org] 
 
Historically, 350 million years ago, 
during the Carboniferous period, 
wetlands produced modern fossil 
fuels; however, a “greener’ and 
more enduring use of wetlands 
along major rivers, (such as the 
Tigris, Euphrates, Nile, Niger, 
Indus and Mekong), provide fish, 
drinking water, pasture land, wood 
fuel and transport. Wetlands are a 
resource for culture (education, 
recreation, mythology, art and 
religion) and tourism. Current 
threats to wetlands include human 
water flow diversion, grazing, 
agriculture drainage, reclamation 
for construction development, 
pollution, fishing and logging.  
 
Although Greece has 
approximately 400 wetlands, the 

Kathimerini Daily reported on June 17,
2006, that more than 35% of Greek land
is under immediate threat of
desertification while 49% is expected to 
face this threat in the near future.
[National Committee to Combat
Desertification, Hellenic Ministry of
Agriculture]. The following illustrates the
chronological period and loss of
wetlands by country: Greece (1920-
1991) 63% loss; France (1900-1993) 
67%; Italy (1938-1984) 66%; Germany 
(1950-1985) 57%; Spain (1948-1990) 
60%; Netherlands (1950-1985) 55%. 
 
“Biodiversity should be preserved like a
Mozart concerto. How many notes can
be deleted before it begins to lose its
meaning?” [“Biodiversity: A Biology of 
Numbers and Difference” by W.E. Kunin
and J.H.Lawton] 
 

Black-winged Stilt 
Himantopus himantopus 

Little Bittern 
Ixobrychus minutus 

Tilos Wetland 

http://www.ramsar.org/
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O th, Dr. Haralambos Alivizatos documented a
beautiful new bird species on Tilos which had not been
previously recorded on Tilos. It is a Spur Winged Plover
[Hoplopterus spinosus] described by Linnaeus in 1758. 
This bold and very vocal Lapwing resides in the Middle
East in a broad band from West Africa to Kenya, and has 
only a small breeding population in Greece. It breeds
mainly in brackish marshes and feeds primarily on insects
and small animals captured in the sand.  
 
This species is “endangered within the EU, its breeding 
population is unlikely to exceed 50 pairs.”
[http://ec.europa.eu/environment] Their main threats are
the loss of natural and semi-natural wetlands, especially
marshes; egg and chick predation and tourism. An island 
wildlife photo catalogue is available for public viewing at
the Tilos LIFE Nature/Visitor Information Center. 

New Tilos Bird Species Documented 
 

Spur Winged Plover 
Hoplopterus spinosus 

Photo by Telis Hatdzifoudas 

In September 2006, the United 
Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP) launched a 
Mediterranean Action Plan in 
Greece under the direction of 
Saverio Cevili designed to clean 
up the extensive pollution in the 
Mediterranean deemed by 
international scientists to be 
unsustainable without serious, 
long term consequences to 
indigenous marine life and 
human health. Mr. Cevili said “the 
lack of concern for the 
Mediterranean environment must 
change.” 
 

 
Sofia Tsenikli, Oceans Campaigner 

for Greenpeace Greece, and the 
TPA Director 

 
In November 2006, the UNEP 
sponsored Mediterranean SOS 
(www.medsos.gr) organized a 
two day conference in Athens to 
illuminate the critical problems, 
remedial actions and nascent 
successes in the Mediterranean. 
The TPA Director, Konstantinos 
Mentzelopoulos, was invited to 
be a keynote speaker along with 
EU Environment Commissioner 
Stavros Dimas; At. Katsigiannis, 
Chairman of the Hellenic 
Parliament Environment 
Protection Committee; Mrs. 
Athina Mourmouri, envoy to the 

Hellenic Deputy Environment Minister;
Aegean Minister Aristotle Pavlides;
Sofia Tsenikli of Greenpeace; Dr.
Spyros Kotomatas of the Association to
Save the Mediterranean Monk Seal; Dr.
Christos Anagnostu of the National 
Marine Research Center; A. Pickaver,
Head of Policy and Projects, European
Union for Coastal Preservation; M.A.K.
Muir of the Arctic Institute of North
America, University of Calgary, Canada;
and many others.  
 
The TPA Director was asked to speak 
about the TPA experience in
successfully engaging participation and
support from local stakeholders in
nature protection and ecotourism
development activities. The full text of
the speech given at this United Nations
Environment Program sponsored
conference can be accessed at
www.diktioaigaiou.gr/contents/about.php
?kid=68&action=show&m1=5&lang=1 . 
 
The TPA gratefully acknowledges the
generous donation of round trip ferry 
transportation between Tilos and
Piraeus on the GA Lines by the owner,
Mr. Gerasimos Agoudimos. The TPA
extends its sincerest appreciation to Mr.
Agoudimos for facilitating the TPA
attendance at this important conference
event.  
 

D
a

r. Haralambos Alivizatos has spent the last two 
nd one half years documenting ornithological 

species for the European Union Tilos LIFE-Nature 
Project. Dr. Alivizatos and Yannis Rigas, a 
biologist with Oikos Ltd., have created the 
scientific basis for Costas Moutzouris of the TPA 
to design computer generated, color-coded and 
three dimensional maps showing the breeding and 
feeding territories of the most important strictly 
protected European species on Tilos. 
Documentations of other wildlife and flora species 
from visiting accredited specialists which have 
been given to the TPA will be incorporated into 
similar maps in the future. These maps will be
used for surveillance and monitoring of the health, 
populations and habitats of Annex I* bird species; 
student discussions; Tilos nature publications; 
TPA conference speeches; and visiting bird/nature 
watchers.  [*Annex I refers to strictly protected 
species under EU Birds Directive 79/409/EEC.] 

EU LIFE Nature and TPA Island 
Wildlife Map Creation 
 

TPA Invitation to the MED SOS Conference 
 

New Amphibian & Reptile Discoveries on Tilos 
 Dr. Mario Broggi, a Swiss Forestry 
Engineer and Ecologist as well as 
lecturer at the Universities of Basel and 
Vienna, is well known for his scientific 
research of herpetofauna. His recent 
article concerning Tilos is entitled 
“Herpetofauna of Tilos: Influence of 
Isolation and Changes in Land Use” 
published in Herpetezoa 19 (1/2): 13-16, 
Vienna, 30 July 2006. The article recites 
the fact that 5 reptile and 1 amphibian 
species were known to exist on Tilos 
prior to the publication of this article. “In 
this paper, one more amphibian species 
(Bufo viridis) and four additional reptile 
species (Hemidactylus turcicus, Lacerta 
oertzeni, Vipera xanthina, Mauremys 
rivulata) are added to the herpetofauna 
of the island.”  

made the Tilos wetland 
development become possible 
provided, however, that the 
Municipality completes the 
administrative requirements and 
construction development by the 
end of 2007. The Journal will 
report on the timely success or 
failure of the Municipal actions. 

 
“Cisterns that acted as substitute 
biotopes are no longer maintained and 
viable today due to changes towards 
intensified agriculture. This led to the 
disappearance of Rana bedriagae and 
is threatening Bufo viridis. The 
destruction of biotopes poses a special 
threat to hygrophi herpetofauna on the 
Greek islands.” 
 
Dr. Broggi agreed with the TPA Director 
about the importance of creating a 
freshwater wetland for wildlife, 
especially for island amphibians. 
Amphibians, in turn, help humans 
because research has proven that 
amphibians are increasingly being used 
to assess the eco-system function of 
wetlands, much like the canary was 
used in mines to assess the air quality. 
The TPA therefore appreciates the work 
of the European Commission which 

Tilos Snakes in courtship 
Photo by Telis 
Hadzifoudas 

http://www.medsos.gr/
http://www.diktioaigaiou.gr/contents/about.php?kid=68&action=show&m1=5&lang=1
http://www.diktioaigaiou.gr/contents/about.php?kid=68&action=show&m1=5&lang=1


Tilos Park Journal                             Page: 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Haralambos Alivizatos, the EU 
Tilos LIFE-Nature Project
ornithologist, and Eleftherios
Kalkalis, a University of the Aegean
PhD candidate, inaugurated the first
Tilos bird ringing research project in
October 2006. The TPA and Dr.
Alivizatos in cooperation with the
Hellenic Bird Ringing Centre
contributed the requisite equipment
towards this new bi-annual venture 
designed to contribute to the
collection of EU data on wild bird
species. 
 
Ilias Christofis, owner of the Irini
Hotel, Ilidi Apartments and new Tilos
Conference Center overlooking 
Livadia Bay, very generously
contributed all of the hotel, breakfast
and working accommodations during
this week long project as well as the
use of his Livadia land for the
installation of the bird ringing nets
and equipment. His long standing 
support of the acquisition of
knowledge about the island wildlife
species is well established and has
served as a pillar of support for the
TPA in its aims and endeavors. 
 
The first historical bird ringing
activities were conducted by Danish
schoolmaster Hans Mortensen at the
turn of the 19th century. Thereafter,
bird ringing spread to Germany and
then began in earnest with the first
recorded organizations established
in 1909 by Arthur Landsborough
Thomson in Aberdeen and Harry
Witherby in England.  
 

Bird Ringing on Tilos 
 

Bird Migration 

Herring Gull 
Larus argentatus  

Collared Doves 
Streptopelia decaocto 

The ringing process consists of 
recording measurements and other 
physical data from the wild birds 
trapped in a net and attaching to 
the birds’ legs or wings individually 
numbered metal rings or color 
coded plastic tags with a contact 
address. The birds are then 
released. The purpose is to 
accumulate data between the 
ringing date and the date on which 
the birds are later recovered either 
alive through re-trapping or dead. 
The finder contacts the address on 
the ring and provides information 
about the bird’s physical 
characteristics, location, known 
movements and/or cause of death. 
Sometimes, bird movement 
directions and patterns are 
recorded through observations of 
un-trapped, flying birds with color 
coded tags. The resulting collection 
and data analysis provide a 
broader understanding of bird 
movements and migration, 
mortality causes and rates, 
longevity, ageing characteristics, 
and other data. 
 
The European Union for Bird 
Ringing [EURING at 
www.euring.org] promotes EU 
research through bird ringing-
related programs to increase 
scientific knowledge about wild bird 
species. The EURING data bank, 
which includes ringing and 
recovery maps, is hosted by the 
British Trust for Ornithology in 
Thetford. 

EURING website information
includes a link to longevity records 
from European bird ringing that
have been collected by T.
Fransson and Roland Staav of the
Swedish Natural History Museum
in Stockholm. The record is held by
a Manx Shearwater that was
recaptured 49 years, 8 months
after ringing in July 1953. One 
Oystercatcher at least 43 years of
age was recorded. The following is
a sample of Tilos avian species
with known years of longevity in
parentheses: Eleonora Falcon (16),
Common Buzzard (28), European
Shag (30), Audouin’s Gull (21),
Peregrine Falcon (17), Kingfisher
(21), Gray Heron (35), Barn Owl
(17), Roller (9), Song Thrush (17),
and House Sparrow (19).  
 
Avian migration information is
gleaned from this ringing data. One
remarkable example is an Arctic
Tern chick too young to fly that was 
ringed on the Farne Islands off the
Northumberland coast in the
summer of 1982. This young bird
reached Melbourne, Australia in
October 1982, representing a
22.000 km. sea journey in only 3 
months. The longest known
migratory journey is made by the 
Arctic Tern that travels 35.000 km
per year between the Arctic and
Antarctic. 
 
The Tilos ringing project
complements the EU LIFE-Nature 
Project aims and will continue
beyond the completion of the EU
Tilos LIFE-Nature Project in 2008. 

Tilos is an important stopover for refueling by many of the 200 avian species that migrate between Africa and
Europe. Bird migration is a fascinating and complex scientific system of bird movements promulgated by such factors
as food and water availability; wildlife congestion or space availability; thermal air/altitudinal wind/jet stream
movements; movement to avoid in-breeding to promote genetic exchange within the species; unforeseeable
appearance of suitable breeding conditions; climate variations and un-seasonal weather patterns; and moulting (as
with the Canadian goose). Ringing has contributed significantly to our understanding of migrations identified as
“partial, altitudinal, hooked, arched, retarded, post juvenile dispersal, nomadic”, and “irruptions” to cope with 
untenable ecological conditions. 
 
Average migration speed ranges between 30-80 km/hour exclusive of wind speed calculations. Half of the species
migrate at an altitude below 400 meters, although the known range is customarily 30-900 meters. There are 
exceptions such as the Bar Headed Goose that travels over the Himalayas and Mt. Everest (8,849 meters). Whooper
swans were recorded by radar at an altitude of 8,200 meters between Iceland and N. Ireland in 1967 due to
emergency evacuation by the birds from severe conditions. The swans met with a 180 km/hour tailwind. An RSPB 
1970-2000 study of European breeding birds revealed that long distance migrants (swallows, warblers, flycatchers,
etc.) have shown a consistent pattern of decline in population. The most affected are those that winter in Africa. Of 
121 long distance migratory birds studied, 54% suffered either “plummeting numbers” or “extinction”. According to
Dr. Paul Donald, one of the authors, “The population of the Roller [Coracias garrulous] is crashing all over Eastern 
Europe.”  The 1997 Tilos Environmental Study reported that the striking blue, purple, green and gray Roller is one of
the rarest birds, with 10-30 pairs on Tilos out of a possible 50-200 pairs in Greece. Today, the LIFE project has 
documented 7-12 pairs of Rollers on Tilos, representing evidence of a potential decline in the island Roller
population.  Reasons for the migratory species decline include enlargement of the Sahara in Africa requiring birds to
make longer, non-stop flights across the desert, pesticide use, habitat destruction, and climate change as many
insects hatch and mature before migratory birds arrive at their destination. Bird population and migration data from
bird ringing and other sources is therefore invaluable if we are to avert the loss of wild bird species to causes that
can be remedied if only we make the effort. 

Eleonora’s Falcon 
Falco eleonorae 

Migration Route  

http://www.euring.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
By Dr. Haralambos Alivizatos 
 
From 5-10 October 2006 the first ringing of small
birds in Tilos took place. The ringing site was near 
Livadia, in an olive grove and a more open area 
with scrub. The ringers were Dr Haralambos 
Alivizatos and Eleftherios Kakalis of the Hellenic 
Bird Ringing Centre (HBRC), and the ringing was 
done with the cooperation of the TPA and the
HBRC. In total there were ringed 94 birds of 17 
species, one of which, the Savi's Warbler 
(Locustella luscinioides) was recorded for the first 
time on the island. The birds were caught with the 
use of special nets, measured, ringed and 
released again. Five of these birds were re-
trapped in later days.  The ringing project on Tilos 
will continue in a systematic way in the future, as it 
is believed that much valuable data will be 
obtained for the conservation of the birds in the
island. 
 

Tilos Park Journal 
 

First Tilos Bird Ringing Results Local & Athenian Participation in 
Wildlife Problem Solving 
 Evidence of Tilian and Athenian desire to develop nature 
protection on Tilos continues to grow in recognition of
wildlife importance to the local eco-tourism economy and 
the value of biodiversity to human health and culture as
promulgated by EU Environment Commissioner Stavros
Dimas. 
 
In February, Telis Hadzifoudas of the TPA began a
discussion with other local patrons at Giorgio’s Kafeneio
by the Livadia Square about the problem concerning the
recent bird drowning incidents in island water cisterns.
Last year a Lesser Spotted Eagle (Aquila pomarina) was 
rescued from drowning in a water cistern by Yannis
Kamas and Panayotis Aggelidakis, but did not survive the
trauma. In February, a Bonelli’s Eagle (Hieraaetus 
fasciatus) was discovered drowned in a water cistern. The
patrons of Giorgo Haralambakis’ Kafeneio engaged in a 
lively discussion with Telis and suggested a viable
solution to the problem which would provide a secure,
floating platform on top of the water in the island cisterns
with a small hole in the center from which a bird’s beak 
can draw water.  
 
This creative solution was given to Yannis Rigas, biologist
at Oikos, Ltd., a Tilos LIFE-Nature Project partner, for 
consideration. Mr. Rigas expressed his commitment on
behalf of Oikos to obviate this heretofore undiscovered
wildlife risk within the scope and budget of the LIFE-
Nature Project which continues through January 2008.  
 
Since Tilos islanders are becoming well known for
rescuing their injured island bird species, Mr. George
Mentzelopoulos generously gave the TPA a much-needed 
medical assistance and treatment book for wild birds. Mr.
Mentzelopoulos, a retired Athenian businessman, learned
about the absence of any veterinarian services on the
island and the frequent treatment offered to a variety of
resident and migratory birds. This comprehensive book 
has already been put to use with the ARC’s most recent
“patients”.  
 
Dr. Haralambos Alivizatos and Mrs. Chryssoula
Demetriadou-Koudouna generously donated illustrated
books of European Birds which are in constant use for
continuing employee education and sharing with island
visitors as well. The TPA extends its sincerest gratitude to
each of our donors who represent the increasing support
which we are receiving from all over Greece. 
 

Natura Network Initiative 

 
 
In autumn 2006, the TPA was selected to become 
an official Ambassador on behalf of the Natura 
Network Initiative, which is an EU sponsored 
public information program that promotes 
exemplary conservation management of Natura 
2000 sites. Tilos is the second Natura 2000 site in
Greece out of 359 registered Hellenic Natura sites 
to be chosen for its exemplary nature protection 
and eco-tourism development actions
implemented by the TPA in strong partnership with 
island residents for the preservation of a European 
region identified by scientific experts as rich in 
wildlife species and habitats worth saving.  

Since the beginning of the year, the TPA is delighted to
welcome three very capable and ingratiating new
members of its team. The new EU LIFE-Nature Field 
Assistant is Despina Kafentzi and the two new Tilos Park 
Association employees are Telis Hadzifoudas and Costas
Moutzouris. All three regularly participate in the
ornithological island surveillances under the auspices of
Dr. Haralambos Alivizatos; contribute news subjects to the 
Tilos Park Journal; engage in environmental, wildlife and
coastal conservation actions; discuss the EU LIFE-Nature 
and TPA aims and actions with local residents, visitors,
and students; and generate creative ideas which are put
into action for the development of eco-tourism on the 
island. Their integrity of purpose manifested in their
achievements to date is a gift to this island SPA. 

TPA Welcomes New Employees 

 
The NNi is managed in partnership by the 
EUROPARC Federation, Eurosite and the 
European Landowners’ Organisation (ELO). More 
information about this worthwhile Natura Network
Iniative is available at www.natura.org or 
www.europarc.org.  
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Telis Hadzifoudas, Despina 
Kafentzi & Costas 

Moutzouris 
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Tilos has a thriving local industry in the production of island honey.
Nektarios Tsakiris and Pantelis Koympanios in Megalo Horio; Stefanos 
Panagiotakis and Eleftheria Skampili in Livadia; and Giorgo
Chatzimarkos in Eristos produce this golden food staple which has an
unmistakable fragrance of island herbs. But for many honey producers
in Europe and North America, there are clouds on the horizon.  
 

 
“The economic value of pollination worldwide is estimated between 20-
50 Billion British Pounds ($37-91 Billion) each year.” In the US alone,
$14 Billion worth of seeds, honey, fruit, vegetables and nuts are
produced as a result of bee pollination.  [Richard Black, BBC
Science/Nature: 20 July, 2006 and 27 February, 2007] However,
disturbing scientific data reveals that North America is experiencing up
to 70% bee population losses in certain regions. Records maintained in
Britain and the Netherlands since the 19th century reveal that the
European diversity of bees has been dramatically reduced in these
countries. As a result, plant species that rely upon insect pollination
have declined and plant species that pollinate by wind and water are
increasing. The University of Reading, UK, has identified the primary
causes of these events as pesticide use, intensified agriculture, and
nitrogen deposition in soil and water. This biodiversity loss affects our
economy, food sources, horticultural recreation and culture. 

TPA Welcomes Academia 
 The TPA places a very special value upon the importance of sharing our island
wildlife discoveries with the next generation of global decision-makers, i.e. 
students of all ages and nationalities. As a tribute to the open and inquisitive 
minds of the distinguished teachers and students who have visited the TPA, we
would like to share the following with our readers.  
 

Tilos Students “Look, Discover and Share” 
 
Tilos Municipal School students were invited by the TPA Director to the LIFE 
Nature Visitor Center to “Look, Discover and Share” the latest island wildlife
discoveries.  
 

 
As the teachers and students toured the Exhibition and spoke with the TPA
Director, they learned about the diversity of terrestrial as well as marine flora and 
fauna in each of the 4 island seasons. They saw large photographic panels of the
verdant and colorful spring showing fields of wildflowers, emerging herbal plants,
rare orchid species in bloom, green groves filled with the Pistachia terebinthus
palaestina “tree of life” mentioned in the Bible and Koran (that shelters and
nourishes 30 different wild bird species), newly hatched Eleonora falcon chicks in
their nests, juvenile Bonelli’s eagles soaring over the island and more. Upon 
seeing the photo of an endearing baby Mediterranean Monk Seal,  they asked
erudite questions about this critically endangered Monachus monachus of which 
only  three hundred are believed to remain in the world despite their well
populated existence over 2,000 years ago when its image was first imprinted on
an ancient coin. Under the academic direction of teachers Maria Spartali, Nadia 
Kostenian and Dimitri Kassandrinos (seen below left to right), the students 
utilized their classroom studies during a lively discussion organized by TPA 
Director Konstantinos Mentzelopoulos. Questions were raised about the LIFE-
Nature Project aims and actions, the European Union reasons underlying the
establishment of Tilos as a Special Protection Area and Natura 2000 site, and 
how the TPA contributes to the environmental protection of the island.
Afterwards, the students and teachers were invited to return as often as they
would like in our mutual exploration of this island wildlife refuge. 
 

 
A specimen of bee [Melittosphex burmensis] 3 mm in length identified
as a 100 million year old fossil preserved in amber was recently
discovered in Burma.  Honeybees, one of the more popular bee
species, spread to Europe from Africa.  These bees have a “biological
clock” that governs the sense of time, navigation, labor division, and
communication about food sources. They have a heightened sense of
smell rather than taste. Locked within the honeybee DNA, there are
links between the bees and mammals, especially humans. One
common feature is that these bees possess neuropeptides – organic 
molecules that control brain activity in both bees and humans.[BBC
Science/Nature, 25-10-06]  
 
To date, Tilos has not documented any bee species loss. Island 
environmental efforts to maintain and preserve its biodiversity will
hopefully serve to avert the likelihood of any bee losses in the future. 
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[The following article about the October 2006 Athens Campion School
Biology class visit to Tilos under the direction of biology teacher Mr.
Richard Scarr was written by Alexia Hatzihamboulas, who participated as
a student in the ecology field studies. The photograph was provided 
courtesy of Sotiria Laitmer. The Tilos Park appreciates these worthy
contributions made from a special academic perspective which facilitate
the achievement of the European Union aims of environmental education
and conservation.]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday the 15th of October, a group of eager students left Eleftherios 
Venizelos Airport in Athens early in the morning, destined to reach the
island of Tilos. After a pleasant flight, a walk around Rhodes and a
bumpy sea journey, we finally arrived, hungry and more than a little tired!
We were astonished, however, by the beautiful scenery we encountered
on our arrival. The picturesque bay was enclosed by gently undulating
hills. This was definitely a land quite unspoiled by tourism totally unlike
other busy Greek islands. Tilos is a unique place where nature thrives. A
combination of migratory birds and fecund earth, sprouting a wide variety
of lush plants and flowers surrounded by majestic hills and mountains,
caressed by gentle waves of the deep blue Aegean Sea. During our 3
day field trip, we visited Lethra, Despoti Nero, Agios Antonis and Eristos
beach. Here we conducted various biological experiments, such as
sampling methods, both on the land and in the sea. Surprisingly the sea
was not as cold as we had expected, resulting in some of us taking an
afternoon swim!! We spotted various resident and migrating birds in Tilos,
some of these including the Eleonora’s Falcon, Chukar, Red-footed 
Falcon, Shag and the Sardinian Warbler. We studied these and others,
their habitats, their diets and their predators. During the trip, our group as 
a whole came closer to nature. On the way home, the boys were found
fascinated by a moth, and the girls spent hours sitting in the Port in
Rhodes watching a Little Egret feed. A special ‘thank you’ from all the
students goes to Mr. Mentzelopoulos who answered all our questions
with enthusiasm and interest and took time to talk to us about the island
and its history! 
 

Tilos . . . Through the Eyes of the Campion School  
 

The Island’s Sailing Companions 
 As Mr. and Mrs. John Trigger from England were sailing along the
southern shore of Tilos last September, a playful juvenile group of 14
Striped Dolphins 1.3 m in length accompanied them alongside their
sailboat.  
 
This slender dolphin species, discovered in 1833 by F.J.F. Meyen, bears
the scientific name of Stenella coeruleoalba (derived from the Latin 
caeruleus, meaning “dark blue”, and albus, meaning “white”). This 
dolphin with its distinguishing blue/black stripe averages 2.5 meters in 
length and 100 kilos in weight.  
 
The dolphins’ distribution is found in warm-temperate oceans and tropical 
seas averaging 18-22 degrees Celsius throughout the world, including 
the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans; the Caribbean; Gulf of Mexico 
and Mediterranean Sea. The Striped Dolphins feed on cephalopods
(primarily squid), crustaceans (especially shrimp) and bony fish (such as
Atlantic cod, tuna and anchovies). 
 
Tilos waters are regularly inhabited by the Striped as well as Bottlenose 
Dolphins [Tursiops truncates] in addition to other marine mammals 
including whales and the Mediterranean Monk Seal. There is a nearby
deep, underwater canyon that is a migrating route for various species of
marine life that connects the southeastern Aegean Sea with the Black 
Sea through the Bosporus Straits. 
 

 
Striped Dolphins reach maturity between 5-15 years of age. Their 
breeding season varies, such as autumn mating in the Mediterranean
and winter mating in the north-western Pacific. After a 12 month gestation 
period, newborns are 1 m in length and 11 kg in weight. Female Striped
Dolphins usually have a four year interval between calves. Striped
Dolphins travel in separate groups consisting primarily of juveniles,
breeding adults, and non-breeding adults separated by gender. The
group size ranges between 100-1.000, except in the Mediterranean and
Atlantic where group sizes are much smaller. 
 
They demonstrate routine acrobatics, except in the Pacific where their
exploitation for dolphin meat by the Japanese has resulted in the species’
subdued behavior for survival. Elsewhere, the dolphins breach and jump
out of the water, bow-ride and roto-tail (high arcing jumps with their tails
rapidly rotating several times before re-entering the water). They 
communicate using clicks and whistles. Striped Dolphins have never
survived longer than 2 weeks in captivity where they have no interest in
feeding.  
 

 
 

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The IUCN Red List is recognized internationally as the most authoritative 
guide to the status of global biodiversity. It is a searchable, on-line 
database reporting information concerning the status of 40,177 species.
Its primary goal is to identify and document the species that are in the
most urgent need of conservation. Currently, the number of known
species threatened with extinction has reached 16,119, including 1/3 of
amphibians, 1/8 of birds, ¼ of mammals and ¼ of the world’s conifer
trees. Since records began, 784 species have been officially declared
extinct. 

In the last century, the Striped Dolphin population has suffered notably in
the Pacific and the Mediterranean. Japan began hunting the species in
earnest in the 1940’s. By contrast, threats to the species’ survival in the
Mediterranean derive from different sources, including increasingly high
levels of pollution, bacterial disease, fishing drift nets and reduced food 
availability. More information about the Striped Dolphin can be found at
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species website: www.iucnredlist.org. 

 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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Scottish Contribution to the TPA 
 

 
Jim Osborne, a TPA member from Glasgow,
Scotland, created a beautiful 2007 Tilos calendar
from his own photography. Last year, he and his 
wife, Catherine, very generously published and
delivered at their personal expense one hundred
calendars to the TPA for sale and distribution.
These calendars have large, individual pages with
a different panoramic view of the island for each
month of the year. We would like to acknowledge
this generous donation by Mr. and Mrs. Osborne
with deep appreciation from everyone at the Tilos
Park.  

A Personal Blog 
 Konstantinos Mentzelopoulos began a personal blog for the purpose of engaging people in
Aegean wildlife and nature discussions in an environment free from any professional association
constraints. The opinions expressed in the blog do not represent the opinions of the TPA, the EU
Tilos LIFE-Nature Project or any other public or private institution.  
 
The genesis of the blog was to create a personal venue about Tilos concerning the island’s
natural richness as well as its human complexities resulting from the island’s isolation from the
continental European Union. It is also a venue for the exploration of ideas to enrich the quality of
life. In the first 60 days, the blog received 6,100 visits with 222 registered subscribers. The blog 
can be accessed at: http://360.yahoo.com/tilospark

New TPA Website 
 
The Tilos Park website [www.tilos-park.org] was developed by Mr. Konstantinos Mentzelopoulos 
with the invaluable technical support of Mr. Panayotis Broumis [www.pbit.gr], whose creativity 
and philanthropic contributions to the TPA in the continuing development of the website are 
greatly appreciated.  
 
The website was established in December 2006. In its first 14 weeks, the website attracted
2,815 visitors from 56 countries. Thirty-five percent are return visits. Fifteen percent of the 
website visitors learned of the site’s existence from the blog established by Mr. Mentzelopoulos. 
The Tilos Park Journal is the most visited part of the website.  
 

http://360.yahoo.com/tilospark
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