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One month prior to the 
October 15, 2006, Tilos 
Municipal elections, the Tilos 
Park Association invited both 
Mayor candidates to respond 
to 4 questions concerning the 
proposed Tilos Natural Park, 
the temporary island hunting 
ban, future waste 
management and each 
candidate’s plans for the 
island. 
 
The two candidates were: Mr. 
Hippocrates Logothetis 
representing the local “Tilos 
Rebirth: Democracy” party 
supported by the national New 
Democracy political party and 
(2) Mayor Anastasios Aliferis, 
M.D., representing the local 
“Tilos 21st Century” party 
supported by the national 
Pasok political party.  
 
Each candidate 
acknowledged the receipt of 
identical questions that were 
sent in September via 
registered mail. They were 
invited to respond in writing by 
October 6th with two 
limitations: (1) a maximum 
number of words per question 
due to Journal space limitation 
and (2) negative references to 
the opposing candidate would 
not be published. Both 
candidates’ responses were 
scheduled to be published in 2 
equal columns, side by side 
with equal visibility for obvious 
reasons. 
 
Mr. Logothetis did not submit 
any written response within 
the requested time period. Dr. 
Aliferis delivered a written 
response which is published 

Mayoral Candidates Invited to Contribute to the Journal 

below without any changes.   
 
 

 
 
Municipal Elections 2002 
 

Question 1 
 

Please explain the reasons 
for your support or 
opposition to the 
establishment of the Tilos 
Natural Park.  
 
Dr Aliferis:  Our support of 
the Natural Park is an 
obvious and imposed 
occupation for everybody 
who is interested in Tilos and 
her prospect. And this is so, 
because it is included in the 
general effort for the 
improvement and elevation 
of our island’s unique fauna 
and flora. The natural 
environment is the artistic 
creation of God and the 
respect for it, in a place that 
is particularly gifted in this 
sector, is an action of 
creation and service to this 
world’s beauty. 
 
Question 2  
 
[Note to Readers: Question 2 
set forth below was prepared 
as a result of each 
candidate’s historical position 
at a specified date relating to 
the island hunting ban. Each 

candidate was invited to present
his current position.   
 
Mr. Logothetis wrote a
newspaper column entitled Fine
Print on page 4 of the newspaper
Palmos tis Tilou, dated
July/August 1995, 19th Year, 
Issue 191-192. Presented here is 
a portion of the article translated
into English: “Tilians, Municipality
and Community, did what had to
be done, mobilized to ban
hunting in our island and they
accomplished it. Now locals and
visitors enjoy the song of the 
birds and some ‘eccentric’ ones
cultivated wheat on a mountain
side so that the birds can find
food. Unfortunately, this crusade
started late, and we have already
lost some bird species. Now, this
effort [of wheat cultivation] should
continue in several areas such as 
Plaka, monasteries, Potamos,
Despoti Nero, so that the bird
species that exist on the island
can survive.” 
 

 
Tilos  

Dr. Aliferis has supported the
island hunting ban enacted
thirteen years ago through
successive, temporary
Administrative Decrees 
scheduled to expire August 2007.
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 removed from the 
countryside during the 
week of September 18-22 
by the Tilos Municipality, 
what plan, if any, do you 
propose in order to elicit 
the cooperation of island 
residents to avoid 
abandonment of similar 
waste in the future?  
 
Dr Aliferis: Tilos established 
the first HYTA in the Aegean 
in Greece, having thus, a 
correct management of the 
mainly organic garbage that 
is dangerous to public 
health. Still remaining is the 
management of the inorganic 
garbage (building materials, 
irons etc.) that is not 
delivered to the HYTA, which 
does not cause any sanitary 
danger, but overloads 
aesthetically the landscape. 
For this reason, the relevant 
studies are in the process of 
being completed whereupon 
immediately, the 
interventions will take place, 
so that this dysfunction will 
be eliminated also. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

His recent support is evidenced
by his introduction of and
participation in the approved Tilos
Municipal Council Resolution No.
69/2006 dated March 31, 2006
which states in pertinent part:
“The necessity for this resolution
derives from the reality that the
survival of our business
development program on Tilos is
based on eco-tourism and our
island has succeeded in
accomplishing the greatest
increases of area development by
attracting people whose
sensitivities do not match those of
recreational hunting.”] 

Please state your reasons for
your current support or
opposition to the hunting ban
on Tilos.   
 
Dr Alιferis:  Hunting is a process
to which we are radically
opposed, because in such a
small island, it creates enormous
imbalances until there are
species disappearances.
Moreover, it is not consistent with
the aesthetics of people with
ecological sensitivities, to whom 
our island is addressed and for
whom we continue to develop a
model of eco-tourism.  
 

Question 3 
 
[Note to Readers: The Greek
newspaper Kathimerini reported
on June 21, 2006 that the
average annual cost of
environmental damage to Greece
is 5.5% (€10.3 billion) of its Gross
Domestic Product (€189 billion), 
which represents €965 for every 
Greek man, woman and child per
year. The environmental cost
each year to a Greek household
of 4 persons is €3,860.Waste 
management has, therefore,
become an important issue in the 
Greek media concerning human
health and safety for residents
and visitors in Greece.] 
 
To avoid future abandonment
by Tilos island residents of
household and commercial
trash, similar to that which was

 
Question 4 

 
Please take this 
opportunity to state your 
plans for the island if you 
are elected.  
 
Dr Aliferis:  We must 
complete what you see 
around you and because we 
are near the end, we should 
we put our standards high, 
as always, and say that from 
now on, we will finish the 
works of infrastructure, we 
will have a basic, sovereign 
aim: The annihilation of all 
the factors that maintain the 
isolation of our island.  

 
We will fight, so that the 
transport of the persons will 
be free of charge. This rate 
of success of this aim will be, 
as we all understand, the 
indicator of development of 
Tilos. And above all, all 

those aesthetic interventions, which
lead our youth which is the majority
of our residents, for our dream,
which is: TILOS THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN! 
 
 
 
 

Cereal Cultivation on Tilos as 
an action of the LIFE-Nature 

Project 

Tilos Sanitary Trash burial 
Site (XYTA) 

 

Cereal Cultivation on Tilos as 
an action of the LIFE-Nature 

Project 
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The Old School in Megalo 

Horio 
On behalf of all Tilos 
residents, the Tilos Park 
Association would like to 
extend its sincerest 
appreciation to Ambassador 
Paul Tighe of the Australian 
Embassy in Athens for his 
very generous donation of 11 
much needed computers to 
the Tilos Municipal School. 
 
On July 6th, British Biology 
teacher Richard Scarr from 
the Campion School in 
Athens, who visited Tilos in 
April and October with his 
Biology classes for academic 
ecology field studies, 
completed the last in a series 
of time-consuming logistics in 
his personal coordination of 
the pick-up, packaging and 
delivery of this valuable 
equipment to the island. He 
arranged the necessary 
appointments among the 
Australian Embassy, the 
Campion School and 

Generous Contribution by Australian Ambassador Paul Tighe 

Paul Tighe 
Ambassador of Australia in 

Greece 

TPA. He also handled the 
transportation of the 
computer equipment by 
automobile which required 
multiple trips from the 
Embassy to the Campion 
School for packing and then 
to the port of Piraeus due to 
the extended unavailability of 
the Tilos Municipal 
representative in Athens. 
 
Ilias Christofis, owner of the 
Irini Hotel, Iliad Apartments 
and the new Tilos Conference 
Center overlooking Livadia 
Bay, paid for the delivery of 
all of the computers to the 
island. Mr. Christofis told the 
Director of the TPA that this 
gift was a very important 
addition to the Tilos Municipal 
School for the benefit of Tilos 
students of all ages which he 
did not want the island to lose 
for want of transportation.   
 
These computers represent a 
very valuable and very much 
appreciated donation. Tilos 
students will now have 
expanded opportunities to 
become proficient on 9 
computers with Pentium 3 
microprocessors and 2 
computers with Pentium 2 
microprocessors. The TPA 
appreciates the ethos of the 
Australian gift by Ambassador 
Tighe who recognized that 

these computers will result in 
expanded research, technology 
skills development, international 
relations development and 
improved professional opportunities 
for Tilos students. 
 
Tilos and Australia share the same 
values concerning the importance 
of education, cultural preservation 
and wildlife conservation for future 
generations. Australia is a 
renowned destination for eco-
tourism with its 16 World Heritage 
Sites, 64 wetlands registered under 
the Ramsar Convention and its 
environmental conservation actions 
under the auspices of the 1999 
Federal Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 
which provides the legal framework 
for the protection of threatened 
species. For information about 
Australian vacations, international 
commerce and country information, 
please visit www.ausemb.gr and 
the official Australia Tourism 
website which can be accessed at 
www.Australia.com. For information 
concerning the National Parks and 
Reserves of Australia under the 
auspices of the Department of the 
Environment and Heritage, please 
visit 
www.deh.gov.au/parks/index.html.  
 

 

The Tilos Municipality and the Tilos 
Park Association would like to 
extend its deepest appreciation to 
Ambassador Paul Tighe, the 
Australian Embassy, Richard Scarr 
and Ilias Christofis for their 
overwhelming generosity and 
support of the Tilos Municipal 
Education. What is learned 
can never be lost. 

the 

 
[Note: Richard Scarr visits Tilos 
twice annually with his Campion 
School Biology class students for 
academic study and credit in the 
application of scientific hypotheses, 
flora/fauna identification, and 
research techniques in this Special 
Protection Area.] 

«What is learned can 
never be lost» 

(Tilos Students visiting 
the TPA office)

http://www.ausemb.gr/
http://www.australia.com/
http://www.deh.gov.au/parks/index.html
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The Tilos LIFE Nature
Exhibition, created under the
direction of Yannis Rigas,
Biologist and LIFE Nature
Project Science Director at
Oikos, Ltd. (pronounced “Ekos”)
in Athens and architect Eleni
Vretzaki of the Tetragon Co .in
Thessaloniki, was completed
under the gaze of an
appreciative crowd of visitors
dazzled by the stunning artwork
illuminated against a darkening 
horizon on the evening of August
4, 2006. 
 
The purpose of this Exhibition is
to provide a photographic and bi-
lingual narrative explanation of
the terrestrial as well as marine
flora and fauna highlights of the
island. The threatened species
of Bonelli’s Eagles, Eleonora
Falcons and Mediterranean
Shags, subjects of the 2005-
2008 EU Tilos LIFE Nature
Project, are featured along with
an artistic explanation of the
evolution of the island’s
terrestrial origin and separation
from Asia Minor in 7 million B.C. 
and the resulting wildlife species.
The most intriguing aspect of
this Exhibition is its
comprehensive diversity of
information encapsulated in an
eye-catching presentation with
photography reflecting the

A Dazzling LIFE Nature Exhibition 
 seasonal island environment. 

 
The three dimensional 
Exhibition incorporates the 
modern and creative 
architectural use of curved, 
“wrap-around” and 
suspended wall panels; 
large, clear cubes with 
embedded photography; and 
overhead spotlights which 
intrigue and compel the 
imagination to follow the 
imprinted storyline through 
the different Exhibition 
rooms. The vivid ocean blue, 
“textured” batik background, 
interspersed with occasional 
bright sun colors, provides 
the unsuspecting thrust of 
wildlife photos, artwork and 
information that could easily 
be drawn from Most 
Frequently Asked Questions 
by island visitors. Young and 
old alike will find the 
exceptional artwork in the 
form of original watercolors 
by Vassillis Hatzirvasanis, 
associated with Oikos, Ltd., 
to be educational as well as 
endearing. 
 
This Exhibition provides an 
irresistible attraction to 
visitors passing outside the 
LIFE Nature Center to devote 
a few moments inside to 

“Look, Discover and Share”. This
is the theme of this LIFE Nature
Project created by Mr. Rigas. He
is hoping to inspire people of all 
ages to look around them,
discover the beauty in their
surrounding natural environment
and share these discoveries with
those who will, hopefully, pass on
this legacy of learning to others.  

 

 
Immediately after the completion 
of this project, an experiment was 
conducted. The number of 
visitors entering the Visitor 
Centre between 8:30 a.m. and 
14:00 on the first Thursday of 
Exhibition completion increased 
346.2% from the immediately 
preceding Thursday without the 
Exhibition. This artistic 
presentation is an educational as 
well as a welcome, aesthetic 
alternative to the Municipal 
plumbing supplies that had 
occupied the Visitor Center 
Exhibition space until June 5th 
under the unilateral direction of 
the Municipality. So, for all those 
returning visitors to Tilos who 
missed this Exhibition, please 
come by and visit us again. You 
are guaranteed a worthwhile 
experience that is sure to awaken 
your senses and thereby 
enhance the memories of your 
Aegean visit to this very special 
island SPA. 

Tilos Life-Nature Exhibit Team 
by Tetragon Co. 

European 
Bee-Eaters 

Nest 
Photo by Dr. Cavina 



Tilos Park Journal 
 

Page: 5

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tilos Park 
Association 

K. Mentzelopoulos 
Director 

 
Livadia 

Tilos, Dodecanese 
GR-85002 

 
TEL.: +30-224-607-0880 
FAX: +30-224-607-0892 

 
E-MAIL: 

tilospark@yahoo.com
 

Emmanuel Breton is the owner of a fine art gallery in Mougins, France, (www.dansleciel.com) who 
added the Tilos Park Association and the Tilos Park Journal to a well known French ornithological
internet search engine.  
 
For multi-lingual bird research, please visit http://champagne-ardenne.lpo.fr/annuaire-ornitho. You will 
find the TPA and the Tilos Park Journal listed under “Autres Associations De Protection de la Nature”.
The TPA extends a sincere merci beaucoup to Mr. Breton for all of his time and effort in enabling us 
to share our ornithological activities with a wider international audience who share our conservation
aims in this Special Protection Area. 
 

TPA Added to French Ornithological Search Engine 
 

 
 
 

Visit us on the Web! 

 
 

 
www.tilos-park.org

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Long Legged Buzzard 

(Buteo rufinus) 
In Eristos, Tilos 

 

http://www.dansleciel.com/
http://champagne-ardenne.lpo.fr/annuaire-ornitho
mailto:tilospark@yahoo.com
http://www.tilos-park.org/
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Annex of the Tilos Park Journal   
 
Note to Readers: Following the publication of this Journal edition, Mayor candidate Hippocrates Logothetis telephoned the TPA 5 days
before the municipal elections to ask whether the Journal would consider publication of his delinquent responses to the Mayor Candidates’
Questions. 
 
Mr. Logothetis was advised that his questions would be published on two conditions subject to his prior approval: (1) His responses would
not appear in the completed and published Journal (which was originally planned to provide both candidates with equal exposure in side-by-
side Journal columns on the front page), and (2) The only remaining option for the Journal staff was to prepare and publish a Journal
Supplement in which his complete responses would appear as well as the circumstances under which this Supplement publication arose.
He agreed to this arrangement in spite of the implicit understanding that he invited his post-deadline delivery date of answers to potential 
criticism concerning a candidate’s observation or neglect of business deadlines and any consequential loss of benefits which might accrue. 
 
 [Editor’s Note: After the Greek language distribution of this “election issue” Journal and Journal Supplement prior to the October 15th Tilos 
Municipal elections, research conducted by the TPA from a statistical sampling of Tilos voters revealed the fact that the value of Municipal
punctuality and a candidate’s regard for European and/or business deadlines were not considered to be a campaign issue or even an issue 
of importance by any of the Greek voters sampled.] 
  
Mr Logothetis’ letter:  
 
Dear Mr Mentzelopoulos,  
 
As we wanted to inform the readers of your Journal, we send you the present letter with the opinions and the positions of our movement, 
concerning the questions you asked us, in your September 2006 letter.  
 
Answer to your 1st question. [Do You Support/Oppose the Tilos Natural Park] 
 
It is known that in Tilos, apart from the effort of establishment of Tilos Natural Park, a part of the island, 36,71 sq. km. in extent, is already
characterized with the decision of the Gen. Secretary of Southern Aegean as “shelter of wild life”. In this particular shelter of Wild Life, as it
is reported in the document of the Directorate of Forests of Dodecanese, with the number of protocol 4695/29-8-2000, is prohibited the 
destruction of all kinds in this zone, with natural vegetation, the destruction of the live plant-hedge, the integration of the extent of the 
shelters of wild life in any urban or street planning. In the shelter of wild life, is located the only flat part of Tilos, suitable for agricultural
exploitation, and also, the settlement of Megalo Horio, (which is completely structured, without any possibility of extension), and excluded 
also the possibility of creation of new settlement, for the built-up needs of the residents. The total area of Tilos and her rocky islands, in
extent of 64,38 sq. km is characterized as a Special Protection Area ( SPA), without the local society of Tilos knowing, what this involves for 
the life of the residents and their professional activities. From information we currently have in the Hellenic Environment Ministry, there is a
Special Environmental Study, which concerns the publication of a Presidential Decree regarding the determination of areas for the creation
of the Tilos Natural Park in an area of 29,43 sq. km. 
   
The total extent of Tilos and her rocky islands is 64,38 sq. km.   
From her total extent is:  
Shelter of wild life                                                                    36,71sq.km. 
Area of Special Protection (SPA)                                            64,38sq.km. 
Areas suggested as Tilos Park                                               29,43 sq.km. 
                                                                        Total:            130,52 sq.km. 
 
Here we reach over double the territorial area of Tilos, which are protected areas with three law frames, from which the one covers the
other. All these create a lot of questions, regarding the position of the human and his activities in Tilos. We are afraid that what is
undertaken in Tilos is a sterilized- from the human presence- environment. In this thought, presented to us also is the lack of information
from all those involved in these subjects from relevant institutions. We believe that, at this moment on Tilos, there has become an
exaggeration, without considering the opinion of the local society, which is surely not against the protection of the Natural Environment, as 
its part is also the human. Our opinion is that for all these considerations, there should begin a dialogue with the local society and all the
involved institutions, aiming at the protection of the natural environment and the continuation of human activities. 
 
[Note to the Readers: 
 
Mr. Logothetis’ concerns about the possibility of three legal frames creating the potential for overlapping and conflicting regulations, a “lack
of information”, and continuing “questions” were administratively obviated three years ago on October 4, 2003, upon the official presentation
to the "Tilos-Rebirth-Democracy" party represented by Mr. Logothetis of the complete proposed Presidential Decree, including the relevant
maps, legal framework and provisions of the proposed Tilos Natural Park.  
 
All of the legal and administrative provisions relating to the establishment of the Tilos Natural Park are contained in this Decree which
expressly states in Article 7 that any prior conflicting legislation will be superseded by the Decree provisions thereby precluding any 
conflicting regulations.   
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Tilos City Council persons and representatives from both political parties have read and been aware of the Park provisions for years. As a
result of the foregoing, there have been continuing discussions and societal dialogue about the Park as evidenced by the minutes of the
Tilos City Council meetings officially recorded during the last three years which are available for public inspection.] 
 
Answer to your 2nd question.  [Do You Support/Oppose the Island Hunting Ban] 
 
The question that concerns the support or the opposition in the prohibition of hunting in Tilos is completely general and cannot be
answered with a yes or a no. The issue is related, on the one hand, to ecological sensitivities, not lacking on our part, and on the other
hand, at least to tourist visitation of our island during the hunting period, contributing to the economic strengthening of everybody, a period
that is different from the summer period, during which increased visitor traffic exists. Island territorial restrictions and temporally increased
restrictions of the hunting period would potentially be one approach to this matter. But, because this matter is particularly serious and the 
opinion of all the citizens of Tilos carries weight and should be particularly and bindingly considered by the new Municipal Authority, we
believe that we should- before ending to a final proposal in collaboration with the suitable institutions (Agricultural Co-operative, Tilos 
Park, etc)- elaborate a plan, which accordingly also to the possibilities which provides the new Code of Municipalities and Communities,
give a referendum to the crisis of our fellow-citizens, who will be the final critics, who will answer your question. It is a principal of our 
party, the complete and multilateral informing of the residents of our island, for all the matters that influence the quality of their life and the
development of our island, as well as the democratic process, which will allow them to express responsibly their opinion and the new
Municipal Authority will owe them the support and implement it. 
 
Answer to your 3rd question. [Response to Island Waste Management Concerns] 
 
Objective of our party, which believes that it will be the new Municipal Authority, is the concentration in a special area, away from
inhabited regions, of abandoned, domestic devices, cars, batteries, (mineral) oils, etc, the supplying and placement of special receptacles
for metal, paper, glass, plastic, the concentration of their content in the mentioned above area and their promotion to centres of recycling.
However, until the local society and the visitors of the island are sensitized, essential is judged the selection of the garbage. All that are 
mentioned above are feasible and in particular direct with the already existing belongings of the Municipality. In order to receive the
collaboration of the residents to refrain from trash abandonment: This can be achieved by informing the residents of the dangers for their
life in the abandonment of such waste in every suitable way. This information can be offered through school, printed materials, personal
communication, informative meetings and speeches. In a subsequent phase, as soon as possible, there should be an elaboration of a 
study for the solution of this particular problem and direct implementation of the study proposals through a subsidised program.  
 
Answer to the 4th Question. [His plans for the island if he should become elected.] 
 
[Note to our Readers: Mr. Logothetis did not respond to Question Number 4.] 
 
Hippocrates Logothetis  
"Tilos-Rebirth-Democracy" Municipal Party of Municipality of Tilos  
 

Tilos Municipal Election Results: 
 
According to statistics provided by the Hellenic Ministry of the Interior, the Tilos Municipal election results for 2006 and 2002 are set forth
below. In each of these two prior elections, the Tilos Mayoral candidates were the same, each candidate represented the same political
party and the percentages of voter support and opposition were exactly the same.  
 
In 2006, 70% of the registered voters on Tilos cast ballots. Of these, 26 ballots were declared ineligible either because the ballots were
blank or incorrectly filled out.  According to Hellenic Municipal Election law, a candidate must receive at least 40% of the ballots cast to
win an election. 
 
2006: 
 
Dr. Anastasios Aliferis and the Tilos 21st Century party were elected with 62,88% of the ballots properly cast. The winning party holds 8
City Council seats out of 13 seats in total. 
Hippocrates Logothetis and the Tilos Rebirth Democracy party received 37,12% of the ballots properly cast. This party holds 5 out of 13
City Council seats. 
 
2002:  
 
Dr. Aliferis and the Tilos 21st Century party were elected with 62,3% of the ballots properly cast. This party won 7 council seats out of 11.
Mr. Logothetis and the Tilos Rebirth Democracy party received 37,7% of the ballots properly cast and held 4 council seats. 
 


