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On Sunday June 18th, President 
Karolos Papoulias arrived for his 
scheduled visit at the office of 
the TPA accompanied by an 
exceptional group of guests 
including Anastasios 
Karamarios, Member of Hellenic 
Parliament; Yannis Mahairides, 
Governor of the Dodecanese; 
aides and security personnel 
from the Office of the President 
of the Hellenic Republic. 
 

 
 

L-R: HE President Karolos 
Papoulias; Anastasios 

Karamarios, MP; Dodecanese 
Governor Yannis Mahairides.

 
The TPA would like to extend its 
sincerest appreciation to 
President Papoulias for the time 
and effort which he personally 
devoted to this special meeting 
during the course of his busy 
working schedule in the 
Dodecanese islands.  
 
The ethos of the TPA in its 
broadest context has always 
been to facilitate the 
accomplishment of the common 
socio-economic aims of the EU 
Commission [to prevent human 
desertification of the isolated EU 
periphery through economic 
development and to protect the 
European natural environment], 
the Hellenic Republic and the 
Municipality of Tilos [to promote 
economic growth, social well-
being and cohesion for its 

A Most Distinguished Guest …  
The President  of the Hellenic Republic 

citizens] and the TPA itself [to 
protect the Hellenic natural 
environment through 
concurrent and complementary 
job creation and visitor 
recreation]. 
 
The TPA Director had the rare 
opportunity to discuss these 
important issues with the TPA’s 
distinguished guests in the 
context of the current 
employment, environment 
protection and visitor recreation 
activities of the EU Tilos LIFE 
Nature project and the TPA. 
 
“We need to be investing in 

sustaining the health of our 
eco-systems that, in turn, 
underlie our prosperity and 
well-being. We know what 
needs to be done.” [Mr. Stavros 
Dimas, European Union 
Environment Commissioner 
during the March 2006 
conference of the 188 
government signatories to the 
UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity in Curitiba, Brazil].  
 

 
HE President Papoulias and 
A. Karamarios, MP, signing 

their membership 
applications to the TPA. 

 
At the conclusion of the 
meeting, the TPA Director 

asked his guests if they had any
questions. President Papoulias
inquired whether he could join the 
TPA as a new member before the
meeting adjourned. Mr. Karamarios
asked whether he could also join
the organization that evening.  It is
with deep appreciation that the TPA
welcomed these two new members
to our international organization. 
Their membership interest reflects
their sincere commitment to the
worthwhile, interdependent aims of
creating a society with productive
employment, environmental
protection and social cohesion for
the health and well-being of our 
communities. 
 

 
Our distinguished guests with 
the staff and volunteers of the 
TPA and Life-Nature Program 

outside the Life Visitor 
Information Office. 

 
We have always said that our
greatest asset is the ideas of our
members. The wealth of
professional experience and
knowledge that Hellenic President 
Papoulias and Parliament Member
Karamarios bring to our collective
efforts can only serve to broaden
the potential accomplishments of
the TPA for the benefit of Tilos, the
Hellenic Republic and the European
Union. 
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The TPA would like to extend its
sincere appreciation to Hellenic
Aegean Minister Aristotelis
Pavlides who accepted the
invitation of the TPA Director to
meet with the TPA Director, Ilias 
Christofis and Michalis Kypreos
on Sunday June 18th. The TPA 
very much appreciates the time
he arranged for such a meeting
during the course of an extensive
working schedule with the
President of the Hellenic
Republic, Hellenic Parliament
Member Anastasios Karamarios, 
and other distinguished visitors to
Tilos that weekend. 
 
The purposes of the meeting
were (i) for the TPA to discuss
the current TPA activities for
employment creation and
environment conservation with
Minister Pavlides and invite his
comments and ideas to develop
their joint support of island socio-
economic development and (ii)
for Mssrs. Christofis and Kypreos
to discuss the financial re-
vitalization of the Tilos Sea Star
high speed catamaran. 
 
The TPA Director exchanged
ideas with Minister Pavlides and 
appreciated his comments and
support of Tilos eco-tourism 
development by the TPA which is
designed to strengthen the
economy of the island, create
jobs to secure the retention of
young, employment age citizens
of Tilos [to avoid desertification to 

Aegean Minister Pavlides meets the TPA 

 

Yannis Rigas, Scientific
Director of the EU Tilos Life
Nature Project from Oikos, Ltd.
in Athens, has captured the
spirit and essence of this 3
year project in encouraging 
Tilos residents and visitors to
look around, discover the 
richness of our natural
environment and share this 
discovery with someone else.
A visit to the new Tilos LIFE
Nature and Tilos Park
Association website [www.tilos-
park.org] will inspire readers to 
take a closer look at this EU
registered Special Protection
Area and Natura 2000 Network
site.  

Look, Discover and Share  
 

It is interesting to note the contrast
between people who are inspired
by the beauty they see in life and
those who have eyes but are blind
to their surroundings. This contrast 
is illuminated in the following three
articles concerning (i) a successful
young sea turtle rescue (ii) a high
school biology class visit, and (iii)
foreign assistance given to Tilos. In
each case, the presence or
absence of the human instinct to 
discover and the noble virtue to
offer much needed assistance will
appear to the interest of some and
to the indifference of others.  
 

urban centers] and offer 
expanded, recreational 
opportunities for visitors in 
harmony with the policies of 
Hellenic Tourism Minister 
Fanny Palli-Petralia. 
 
Minister Palli-Petralia is 
committed to the continuing 
development of “an 
integrated portfolio of 
tourism”, including eco-
tourism, which serves as a 
“vital pillar of economic 
growth as well as the 
groundwork for social 
cohesion in the country.” 
[Speech at the Second 
HAPCO Panhellenic 
Congress] Minister Palli-
Petralia said that it was 
essential “to maximize the 
value of all assets of the 
national tourist economy, to 
create more job positions 
and to liberate the 
development potential of 
Greece.” The Hellenic 
government established 
Tilos and its 14 islets as an 
EU registered Special 
Protection Area in 
recognition of the high 
number of wildlife and flora 
species documented by 
Faidon Papatheodorou and 
Nikolaos Pagkas in their 
“Tilos Natural Park, Special 
Environmental Study” ten 
years ago. The development 
potential of Tilos was 
identified in the conclusion of 

the study which recommended
using the natural island resources
in a manner consistent with the well
being of the island residents and
wildlife. 
 
Mssrs. Christofis and Kypreos, as
City Council representatives of the
Tilos Municipality, discussed with
Minister Pavlides the island request
for national funds in support of the
operation and annual maintenance
of the Sea Star. Minister Pavlides
concluded that the development of
a feasible business plan by the
private company that owns the Sea
Star to ensure the sufficiency of net 
revenue for continuing Sea Star
operation would be in the
company’s best and long term
interest. He also said that to ensure
the company’s sustainability and to
obviate the long standing complaint
by the Municipality of maritime
isolation and exclusion, the Tilos
Sea Star must build cooperative
agreements with boat transportation
companies in the area in order to
develop a comprehensive maritime
transportation plan for the entire
calendar year that will satisfy the
needs of the island. Minister 
Pavlides assured the Tilos
Municipality of his strong support in
the event that the foregoing actions
are realized.  The TPA extends its 
sincere appreciation to Minister
Pavlides for his time and effort
which he devoted to the exchange
of economic ideas at this meeting 
attended by those with shared
interests and concerns. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

        The Hon. A. Pavlides 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We are committed to an 
integrated portfolio of 
tourism”, including eco-
tourism, which serves as a 
“vital pillar of economic 
growth as well as the 
groundwork for social 
cohesion in the country.” 
 
Hellenic Tourism Minister 
Fanny Palli-Petralia.  
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Some scientific reports 
indicate that only 1 out of 

1,000 sea turtles survive to 
reach adulthood. 

The best of British maritime 
traditions, including search 
and rescue, are not 
exclusively found in the 
exquisite National Maritime 
Museum in Greenwich. On 
May 22, 2006, Jo Amos and 
Suzanne Amos of Laskarina 
Holiday Tours and Captain 
Kyriako Sakelaris (Tilos 
Glass Bottom Boat) rescued 
a loggerhead sea turtle 
[Caretta caretta] near Lethra 
while on a glass bottom boat 
excursion around the island.  
 
Captain Sakelaris stopped 
the excursion boat after Jo 
and Suzanne noticed a sea 
turtle in great distress. The 
three people then stepped 
into the attached dinghy and 
maneuvered the smaller craft 
during the next hour to 
facilitate Jo’s removal of the 
heavy sea turtle from the 
water with invaluable 
assistance from Suzanne. 
The neck and back flippers of 
the turtle had become 
entangled in fishing line and 
net resulting in near 
strangulation and 
amputation. This carnivorous 
turtle is well known to have 
an exceptionally strong and 
dangerously sharp beak 
which made the handling of 
the turtle by Jo and Suzanne 
even more precarious 
without the use of rescue 
equipment or even gloves. 
Jo, Suzanne and Captain 
Sakelaris managed to 
remove several meters of 
fishing line and tangled 
fishing net before replacing 
the turtle in good condition 
back into the sea. 
 
This specimen was 
approximately 2/3 meter in 
length. A sea turtle 50 cm in 
length is likely to be 15 years 
old. An adult loggerhead 
turtle is on average 1 meter 
long, weighs between 90 -
130 kg. and lives 80 – 100 
years at best.  

British Maritime Rescue 
 

The loggerhead, which
predates the dinosaur, is a
migratory sea turtle which 
can travel as an adult 20-40 
km per day during its
journey. Juvenile turtles only
2 inches in length have been
recorded in the annual
migration. In the Pacific
Ocean, loggerheads travel
12,000 km roundtrip between
Japan and Mexico. In the
Atlantic, there is a circular
current system called the
“North Atlantic gyre”.
Scientists believe that the
loggerheads navigate with
the use of an internal
compass which detects local
variations in the earth’s
magnetic field. The planet’s
magnetic field varies from
place to place in 2 ways: (1)
the magnetic field is stronger
near the north and south
poles and weaker at the
equator; and (2) the plane of
the magnetic field is parallel
to the earth’s surface at the
equator and becomes
steeper at the poles. These
magnetic variations serve as
ocean navigational markers
to point the turtles in the right
direction. 
 
Some scientific reports
indicate that only 1 out of
1,000 sea turtles reach
adulthood. Coastal predators
include sea birds, crabs,
carnivorous fishes, foxes,
dogs and raccoons.  

The instinct of newborn 
turtles is to direct themselves 
to open ocean where they 
spend 5-10 years in a safer 
zone than the coast. Major 
threats to the survival of the 
species are: (1) nesting sites 
disrupted by tourist resorts 
and activities, (2) accidental 
deaths in fishing lines and 
nets, and (3) over-harvesting 
for turtle products and food. 
 
Of 7 global marine turtle 
species, 3 are identified as 
critically endangered and 3 
as endangered, including the 
loggerhead sea turtle. For 
further information, see 
medasset@medasset.gr. 
sponsored by the 
Mediterranean Association to 
Save the Sea Turtle founded 
in 1988. 
 
The TPA would like to extend 
its sincere appreciation to Jo 
Amos, Suzanne Amos and 
Captain Kyriako Sakelaris for 
their successful efforts in 
rescuing a local member of 
this endangered species and 
helping us to raise 
awareness of the long term 
value of such a maritime 
rescue. 
 

mailto:medasset@medasset.gr
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In April, a group of International
Baccalaureate Biology students
from Campion School, Athens,
visited Tilos. The objective of the
visit was to study ecological 
methodology and to enhance
their theoretical knowledge by
experiencing nature at first hand.
 
Each student had previously
researched two of the native
fauna in order to provide the
group with a brief scientific
narrative when a specimen was
found – an activity somewhat 
hindered by the late arrival of
some of the migratory birds. 

 
On the first day, the group
walked to Lethra and used pin
frames, quadrats and counting
frames to estimate plant
populations and study the
relationships between edaphic
factors and population
distribution. They also studied
the growth pattern of Euphorbia 
dendroides in relation to
exposure to the elements and
the xeromorphic habitat of a 
number of herbaceous bushes. 

The Next Generation 
 

 
By Richard Scarr, Biology 
Teacher, Campion School in 
Athens, www.campion.edu.gr

 
 
 

On the second day, the 
group visited the Megalo 
Horio Pygmy Elephant 
Museum. The students were 
very interested in the history 
of this extinct island species 
as told to them by Vicky 
Logothetis, the museum 
curator. They then walked to 
Agios Antonios on the path, 
looking for Agamas. At the 
beach, they planned an 
investigation based on their 
own observations of beach 
flora and then used an 
interrupted belt transect to 
estimate mollusk, lichen and 
marine algae distribution in 
relation to beach zones, 
water depth and salinity and 
were surprised to find a lower 
level of salinity than 
expected, presumably due to 
fresh water springs under the 
sea. 
 
The third day did not turn out 
as planned due to heavy 
rainfall (a rare occurrence!) 
but the pupils managed to 
estimate woodlouse 

populations and made a rather
soggy attempt at investigating 
lichen distributions on rocks and
tree-trunks and observed some 
equally soggy waders at the
reservoir. 
 
Tilos is an excellent environment
for ecology field trips – the sites 
are easily accessible by bus or
foot and provide a good variety of
ecosystems to study. The 
weather is (almost always!)
clement and accommodation and
restaurants are reasonably priced
and of excellent quality.  
 
I would like to extend my thanks
to Konstantinos Mentzelopoulos
and Telis Hadzifoudas of the
Tilos Park Association, Ian and 
Barbara Dunsire, Vicky
Logothetis of the Pygmy Elephant
Museum, and Ilias Christofis and
the staff of the Hotel Irini as well
as Dr Aliferis and the Municipality
for all of their help.  

 
[Editor’s Note: Mr. Scarr is 
currently working with the TPA 
Director for his next visit with a 
new class of biology students.]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Tilos is an excellent 
environment for ecology 
field trips – the sites are 
easily accessible by bus 

or foot and provide a 
good variety of 

ecosystems to study.” 

Richard Scarr
 

http://www.campion.edu.gr/
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f one were to inquire what 
Finland, Hungary, Tilos, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I

Algeria and Estonia have in 
common, the answer might 
be that the community 
residents hosting EU Life 
Projects are not aware of the 
value of their own natural 
resources. Paradoxically, 
many residents depend upon 
these natural resources for 
their livelihood. The inherent 
as well as socio-economic 
value of these dwindling 
resources warranted a 
significant investment of 
funds by the European 
Commission and Member 
State governments for 
conservation of these 
irreplaceable resources.  
 
The TPA maintains contact 
with EU Life Nature and Life 
Third Project colleagues in 
Europe and northern Africa. 
Last winter, the TPA asked 
our EU Life colleagues what 
the most significant 
challenges have been in their 
collective experiences. We 
received a common 
response about one 
recurrent problem. There is 
an unfortunate lack of 
awareness by the local 
community of the richness, 
limited supply and fragility of 
their own natural 
environment. This lack of 
awareness has been proven 
to be an impediment to the 
continuing economic 
development of many tourist 
dependent areas.  
 
According to WWF, one 
example of revenue loss to 
local communities resulting 
from environmental lack of 
awareness is illustrated in a 
sea turtle study conducted in 
18 sites in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 
One half of the sites killed 
sea turtles for product 
manufacturing and earned an 
average annual income of 
€460.000. The other half that 

Hands Across the Sea 
 

featured sea turtles as a
tourist attraction earned an
average annual income of
€1.300.000. [See WWF
Report: “Money Talks:
Economic Aspects of Marine
Turtle Use and Conservation”
including information on
marine turtle ecotourism 
practiced in 90 locations in
40 countries hosting 200,000
visitors annually.] 
 
Tilos is the beneficiary of € 
824.212 in Life Nature
Project benefits for the
population rehabilitation of 3
wild bird species requiring
protection under the EU
Birds Directive. Although
each of these species is
adversely affected by human
actions resulting from lack of
environmental awareness,
the Mediterranean Shag
[Phalacrocorax aristotelis
desmarestii] is a case in
point.  
 
The total remaining global
population of the
Mediterranean Shag is
estimated to be 10,000 pairs.
Greece is home to 10% of
this population. Tilos is
estimated to have
approximately 78 individual
Shags, of which 15 are
believed to have been born
during the 2006 winter
season. 
 
The Shag swims and feeds
in shallow waters and breeds
along the coastal areas of
Tilos and its 14 islets. It
breeds in loose colonies
along our coastal cliffs and
nests in crevices, small
caves and under large
boulders. The Shag has the
longest breeding season
(November – March) of any 
European seabird. Although
it can dive to 15-40 meters
and occasionally as deep as
61 meters, the Shag is
frequently seen in flight
barely skimming over the

blue waters of Livadia and Eristos 
Bays before its familiar head 
disappears under the water, only
to resurface again farther along 
the sea. According to the 1999 
European Species Action Plan for 
the Mediterranean Shag, one of 
the major threats to this seabird 
is pollution, including 
manufactured waste materials. 
The durability of this waste is 
illustrated by plastic that requires 
450 years to degrade. 
 
On Saturday May 11, 2006, 15 
Hellenic National Guard 
members under the command of 
Major Manolis Mavrantonakis, the 
Tilos Park Association Director 
and his family cleaned Eristos 
Beach. Eristos is one of the 
coastal areas relied upon for 
breeding and feeding by the 
Shag which has experienced a 
dramatic population decline in the 
Aegean. Removed from the 
beach, through arrangements 
made by Tellis Hadzifoudas from 
En Plo Café and Nitsa 
Apartments, were two truckloads 
of broken glass, syringes, rusted 
metal containers, bottles of liquid 
tar, broken shoes, toys, feminine 
hygiene products, empty wine 
bottles, bottle caps, pieces of 
fishing net with hooks, broken 
plastic beach chairs, aerosol 
containers, string, rope, laundry 
line clips, broken plastic pieces, 
plastic food wrappers and plastic 
bags. 
 
The specific danger of plastic to 
marine life is ingestion and 
subsequent asphyxiation or 
intestinal blockage in which the 
fish or mammal feels full but dies 
of starvation. (One hawksbill sea 
turtle [Eretmochelys imbricata] 
was recently found with 1 kg of 
plastic pieces in its stomach 
contents.) 
 
The hard-working hands of 
friendship extended by the beach 
cleaning volunteers were not 
from Tilos. Each of the 17 people 
came from across the sea. The 
Municipality of Tilos was engaged 

in a major, water infrastructure
modernization project and
unavailable for the task. Two 
local business owners inquired
why we were cleaning the entire
beach when cleaning just the
portion in front of their
businesses would have sufficed.
One Livadia hotel owner called
the TPA 2 weeks later insisting
that the TPA should also clean 
Livadia Beach because the
Municipality had not done so.
When the TPA Director asked the
Livadia hotel owner to help
arrange for local Livadia
volunteers whom the TPA would
join for a day of beach cleaning
activities, the hotel owner fell
silent and never called again. 
 
None of the Eristos Beach
business owners who watched
the cleaning operations thought
to offer any water to the hot and
tired volunteers. The TPA with its
own funds bought water and
sandwiches for the weary but
satisfied group. The volunteers 
sat quietly on a pristine beach at
the end of the day while seagulls
glided overhead in the breeze
and the waves gently lapped the
shoreline. What will the islanders
do when these volunteers
eventually return across the sea
to a place called home? 
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By Dr Haralambos Alivizatos,
Chief Ornithologist, EU Tilos Life
Nature Project 

 
 
 

Tilos Park 
Association 

 
 
 
 

On the island of Tilos there
have been recorded about 120
bird species, and new ones
are continually being added.
The most important breeding 
species are the Eleonora’s
Falcon (Falco eleonorae), with 
500-600 pairs (one of the
largest populations
worldwide), the Bonelli’s Eagle
(Hieraaetus fasciatus), with 3-
4 pairs, the Auduin’s Gull
(Larus auduinii) with at least 
10-15 pairs, and the Shag 
(Phalacrocorax aristotelis) with 
possibly 25-30 pairs. Other
breeding species include
Peregrine Falcon (Falco 
peregrinus), with probably 3
pairs, Long-legged Buzzard
(Buteo rufinus), with 5-6 pairs, 
Roller (Coracias garrulus), 
with 6-10 pairs, many
passerines, including such
uncommon species as the
Olive-tree Warbler (Hippolais 
olivetorum). Due to the
abolition of hunting in the last
12 years, the island hosts
good populations of Chukar
Partridges (Alectoris chukar) 
and Rock Doves (Columba 
livia). 
        

 
Bonelli’s Eagle 

(Hieraaetus fasciatus) 

 

include membership in the Raptor
Research Foundation and the

ellenic Bird Ringing Center. His 
expertise in raptor biology and
conservation as well as bird ringing
have brought a multi-faceted depth 
to the 2005-2008 EU Tilos Life 
Nature Project.  

H

 
Avian Ringing  
 

 
Long Legged Buzzard 

(Buteo rufinus) 
 
On April 27th, Dr. Haralambos 
Alivizatos, Chief Tilos Life-Nature
Project Ornithologist, performed the 
irst Tilos avian ringing. The subject
as a resident wild bird species

iring protection under EU
irectives. The Long Legged

zard [Buteo rufinus] rescued
ebruary 5, 2006, and rehabilitated 

at the Avian Recovery Cente

f
w
requ
D
Buz
F

r
received Ring No. H102021 issued
by the Zoological Museum of the
Athens University. Dr. Alivizatos

cludes the satellite coordinates oin f
the ringing location and the species
identification in his report to the
University. Thereafter, the buzzard 
was released in Eristos and flew
north towards the mountains. It is

ated that there are only 250-
airs remaining in Europe, o

estim
350 p f
which

 

 only 60 are in Greece. Only
5-6 pairs reside on Tilos. 

habitats, its geographical 
position, the current low level 
of development and the 
abolition of hunting. Let’s 
hope that this situation will 
not change in the future. 
  

 
 

Kingfisher 
(Alcedo atthis) 

 
Tilos Life-Nature Chief 
Ornithologist 
 
Dr. Haralambos Alivizatos is 
the Chief Ornithologist 
assigned to the EU Tilos Life 
Nature Project. Dr. Alivizatos 
was born in Athens and 
received his Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Zoology in 
1987 from Southern Illinois 
University in the U.S. He 
earned his PhD in 1996 from 
the Agricultural University of 
Athens specializing in the 
study of the biology of the 
Long Legged Buzzard in the 
region of Evros, Greece, 
which includes the Evros 
Delta famous for its rich 
diversity of wildlife. Dr. 
Alivizatos has gained 
experience from EU Life 
Projects in the Peloponnese, 
Macedonia, Ipirus 
(Amvrakikos), Thrace (Evros) 
and now Tilos. He is 
currently translating the 
English version of the Collins 
Guide for the Birds of Britain 
and Europe into Greek. In 
addition, he is preparing a 
publication on midwinter 
water bird species 
populations in conjunction 
with the Hellenic 
Ornithological Society. He is 
the author of several 
publications in scientific 
journals and has frequently 
served as an international 
conference speaker on the 
biology of raptors and owls. 
His professional associations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K. Mentzelopoulos 
Director 

 
Livadia 

Tilos, Dodecanese 
GR-85002 

 
TEL.: +30-224-607-0880 
FAX: +30-224-607-0892 

 
E-MAIL: 

tilospark@yahoo.com
 

Visit us on the Web! 
 

www.tilos-park.org
www.tilos.gr  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
The variety of bird species is
greatly increased during
migration, both in spring and
autumn. At these times, one 
can easily observe various
migrating passerines, raptors,
herons, waders and other
species, including rarities like
the Blue-Cheeked Bee-eater 
(Merops persicus). 
 

 Eleonora’s Falcon 
(Falco Eleonorae)   

 
 
 

The wealth of birdlife in Tilos
is due to the variety of

mailto:tilospark@yahoo.com
http://www.tilos-park.org/
http://www.tilos.gr/
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y Philipos Dragoumis 
 

 
 
ΜΙΑΦΥΣΗ (“Miafysi”), 
INTERNATIONAL NATURE
NETWORK, is the first international
NGO created and based in Greece.  A
group of people from different fields,
backgrounds and ages, and from
several countries including Greece,
Bulgaria, Turkey and Finland, founded
this NGO last December.  It is
registered and based in Athens,
Greece. The diverse working group
shares, however, a lot in common: a
fresh and open minded look at nature,
wildlife, people and conservation. The
aim is to promote volunteering for 
nature and wildlife, aid networking
and communication of various
activities for conservation around the
world, help small NGOs develop,
particularly in developing countries
and isolated areas.  Attention will go
to international understanding,
friendship, cultural exchange but also
to helping activities and NGOs create
and develop international volunteer
projects. The ΜΙΑΦΥΣΗ concept is 
based on the notion that nature is a
continuation where human borders
and nationalities have no meaning.
This becomes a guideline for the
method of pursuing the network’s
goals. Rather than creating
departments of the same organization
in several countries, as is true with
many international NGOs, the working
group aims to support a variety of
independent nature protection 
activities, giving priority to wildlife
rehabilitation, reintroduction projects,
habitat preservation and restoration,
supporting development and
volunteer management while at the
same time promoting volunteering for
nature in every possible way and in a 
variety of conservation related fields.
This will bring the activities closer
together while retaining their own
particularities and priorities. New
technologies, such as low cost Skype
communication, have now made
international coordination and
conferencing easier and INN is taking
advantage of these facilities. To
become a member organization of the
network is easy: you just need to have

International Nature Network 
 

any kind of cooperation with the
network in a field relevant to your own
work in which the network can help.
To become a supporter, you can
subscribe on-line to the network’s 
quarterly magazine The Voyages of 
Johnny Seagull, adopt an animal or 
order a T-shirt. 
 
The network operates a wildlife
information center in Athens, close to
the Acropolis area. The innovative
idea behind the information center is
to offer to everybody any kind of
information in the field of wildlife and
nature in a shop where you don’t
need  to phone, use an elevator and
ring a bell to step in, as you would in
most NGO offices in Athens. There
are no limits to inquiries: teachers
seek data and books to help their
students, tourists find out where to go
to see wildlife in Greece and
elsewhere, and illustrators learn about
the coloring of various animals.  Some
of the questions we provide answers
to are more specialized, for instance:
how many times a minute do
woodpeckers peck?  Furthermore,
first aid and treatment is offered 
round-the-clock to injured wildlife on 
the way to Alkioni, Aegean Wildlife
Hospital on the island of Paros.  
 
The director of the Network, Mr. Philip
Dragoumis, has long since been in
close on-line cooperation with Tilos 
Park, advising on subjects of wildlife 
rehabilitation. It is the intention of both
organizations to broaden this
cooperation in organizing and
managing volunteer projects for
habitat and species diversity on the
island of Tilos. 
 
The network now includes NGOs and
activities in Greece, Bulgaria, Turkey,
Finland and Cameroon. More
information on the web:
www.inaturenet.org where you can 
also find out how to participate as a
volunteer. 
 

Mr. Dragoumis was born in 
Athens, studied philosophy at 
the Paris University in Nanterre, 
France. He is a former President 
and a long serving member of 
the Council of the Hellenic 
Ornithological Society. He is a 
founding member and Director of 
the Hellenic Center for Wild 
Animal Rehabilitation and, in 
connection therewith, has 
organized international 
conferences in Athens and 
Ankara, Turkey. His 
contributions have been 
recognized and honored by the 
International Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Council in 
Montreal in 2000 and again in 
2005 by UNESCO in the field of 
ecology. He is a founding 
member and Director of the 
International Nature Network and 
an advisor to the TPA Avian 
Recovery Center. In 1999, 
Okeanida Editions published a 
collection of his stories entitled 
The Rose Pelican and Other 
Stories. 

http://www.inaturenet.org/
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 Avian Recovery Center (ARC)  
 Common Kestrel

 
On May 19th, Iaian and Lynn
Fulton, nature walking guides of
Tilos Trails, and Malcolm and
Julia Craven, TPA members on
holiday from England, followed a
Common Kestrel [Falco 
tinnunculus] that appeared to be
in distress near the Harkadio
Cave area in order to determine
if the bird required special care. 
 
The Harkadio Cave area is rich
in resident as well as migratory
bird species that shelter and
nest in holes in the volcanic ash-
laden hillsides and trees. The
volcanic ash remains after a
volcanic eruption on Kos 15
million years ago. This ash along
with the sandstone provides an
environment in which birds are
able to find and/or further
develop holes for shelter and
nesting. The water reservoir, site
of the future wetlands
development project officially
approved in May, is located in
the Harkadio Cave region and
therefore is an additional
attraction for wild bird species. 
 
The couples’ concern for the
bird’s injured wing motivated 
their decision to bring this injured
member of the falcon family to
the ARC. In spite of professional
guidance from the advisors to
the ARC, including the twice
daily applications of two different
medical solutions to the
wounded area and the
appropriate food, this kestrel did
not survive after its injury.  
 
The time and effort, including
follow-up visits to the Kestrel,
devoted by Mr. and Mrs. Craven
and Mr. and Mrs. Fulton in their
concern for the well being of
Tilos wildlife is shared by three
Tilos islanders as illustrated in
the next 2 stories. 
 
Bird Never before
Documented on Tilos 
 
Panayotis Aggelidakis is an
integral part of the family owned
indoor/outdoor Castle Taverna in
Megalo Horio, 

which is open all year and has 
a spectacular view of Eristos 
Valley and Eristos Bay. Yannis 
Kamas, OTE island engineer, 
maintains the island telephone 
service equipment and is 
responsible for the further 
development of the OTE island 
infrastructure to improve and 
expand the OTE service 
capabilities. On June 2nd, 
Panayotis and Yannis 
coordinated their efforts to 
rescue a Lesser Spotted Eagle 
[Aquila pomarina]. Panayotis 
found the bird drowning in a 
water cistern near Harkadio 
Cave. Panayotis immersed 
himself in the cistern to bring 
the submerged eagle up to the 
surface while Yannis lifted the 
eagle out of the water with a 
towel. They both delivered the 
bird to the ARC. The eagle had 
no apparent injuries, but was 
brought in an unconscious 
condition. 
 
According to Dr. Alivizatos, this 
is the first documentation of 
this rare eagle species on 
Tilos. Dr. Alivizatos and 
Philipos Dragoumis, Director of 
the Aegina Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center and 
International Nature Network, 
remarked that the unusually 
late arrival of this eagle, its 
appearance in photographs 
and its behavior along its 
migratory route suggest that 
the bird had suffered a problem 
of unknown origin prior to its 
arrival on Tilos. Philipos 
Dragoumis and Dr. Alivizatos 
offered immediate assistance 
to the ARC during the 
weekend. Unfortunately, the 
Lesser Spotted Eagle did not 
survive its ordeal and died 
within hours after its arrival at 
the ARC. 
 
According to the June 2005 
updated edition of the 1997 EU 
Species Action Plan for Lesser 
Spotted Eagles, to which Dr. 
Alivizatos is a contributing 
ornithologist, this species is 
rare. The species is extinct in 
parts of Europe, including 
Austria, Germany, Czech 
Republic, Serbia and large  

parts of Greece. There are
only 65-90 breeding pairs 
remaining in Greece, of which
1/3 are in the Evros Delta
region. Breeding success is
estimated at only 0.5-0.8 per 
pair. The major threats to this 
eagle species are loss of
feeding/nesting habitat and
shooting. In one experiment in
which 4 eagles were fitted with
satellite transmitters, only 1
eagle survived a long journey
to Africa. Two were shot in
Lebanon and one was shot in
Greece.   
 
In spite of the eagle’s death,
the extraordinary efforts of
Panayotis and Yannis are
recognized with appreciation
by the Hellenic Ornithological
Society, Oikos E.P.E., the EU
Life Nature Project and the
TPA for the discovery of a
previously undocumented and 
rare eagle species in this
registered Special Protection
Area. 
 
Sardinian Warbler 
 
June 13th, Niko 
Chrysafopoulos found a baby
Sardinian Warbler [Sylvia 
melanocephala] while he was 
engaged in his professional
duties in San Antonio. After an
extended time period during 
which no adult warbler
appeared for feeding the infant
bird, he placed the bird in a
small basket and brought it to
the ARC. Niko and the TPA
Director worked together to
provide nourishment to the
infant bird before Niko placed
it in a cotton-lined indoor cage 
for warmth at the ARC where
it is recovering.  
 
This is another example of the
increasing number of Tilos
resident professionals and
visitors who are taking the
time and effort to help the
island conserve its natural
environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesser Spotted Eagle 
(Aquila pomarina) 

L-R: Telis Hadzifoudas, Iaian 
and Lynn Fulton, Julia and 

Malcolm Craven, and Dimitri 
Giannourakis at the ARC 
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St. Panteleimon 

The scenic road on the west side
of Tilos offers breath-taking 
views of the Aegean and leads
to the worthwhile destination of
the St. Panteleimon monastery. 
St. Panteleimon, after whom the
monastery was named, was 
born in 275 AD in Nicodemia,
Asia Minor to a pagan father,
Eustorgius, and a Christian
mother, Eubula. His name was
originally Pantoleon which
means “in all things a lion”. His
skills and dedication as a young 
physician captured the attention
of Emperor Maximilian who
sponsored the young doctor.
The compassion that this doctor
showed for the bodies and souls
of everyone earned him the
name of Panteleimon meaning
“all merciful”. 
 
Under the tutelage of 
Hermolaus, the young physician
understood his skills to be
inextricably linked to divine
intervention. These spiritual
beliefs were interpreted as a
personal rebuke of Emperor
Maximilian, who had St.
Panteleimon tortured and killed
on July 27, 304 A.D. at the age 
of 29. It is for this reason that St.
Panteleimon is honoured each
year on July 27th by the 
Gregorian calendar and August
9th by the Julian calendar. St. 
Panteleimon became the patron
saint of physicians and
medicine.   
 
The Tilos monastery was 
constructed in his honour from
1470-1480 under the direction of 
Monk Jonas from Crete. A fresco
revealing this origin was
discovered in 1986. Abbot
Lavrentios restored the
monastery in1703. In 1714, the
wood carved iconostasis was
installed. The dome and altar 
were painted by Gregory
Symeos in 1776. In 1824 the
monk cells on the north side of
the monastery were restored. 
 
The monastery’s zenith was
reached during the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries during
which the monastery printed
bank notes for the island; owned

Despite this irreplaceable loss, 
the beautiful monastery is well
worth visiting. Father Manolis 
Pokias has worked with great 
dedication and care to preserve 
the historical, spiritual and 
cultural value of the site since 
his arrival on Tilos last year. He 
speaks with understandable 
pride about the monastery’s 
well-protected flora and fauna 
and the special day reserved 
each year by the Greek 
Orthodox Church on September 
1st to celebrate our natural 
environment.    
 
The palm-leafed entrance to St. 
Panteleimon opens to a pebbled 
courtyard built in 1843. This 
courtyard is filled with flowers, 
trees, traditional Greek basil and 
grapevines. Fresh spring water 
enters the courtyard directly from 
the mountain. A second 
courtyard on a lower level offers 
large picnic tables under shady 
trees, a food and beverage hut 
and peaceful tranquillity inspired 
by its surroundings. 
 

 
 
There is an annual 3 day festival 
at the monastery from July 25th -
27th in honour of St. 
Panteleimon. There will be 
traditional food, music and, of 
course, Greek filoxenia 
(“hospitality”) for all those who 
visit this most inspiring place. 
 

vast tracts of land and herds of
grazing animals; and served as
an economic as well as spiritual
centre for the island. Today it is
an inspiration open to the world.  
 
A beautiful bible written in 
calligraphy by a Greek monk in
Venice, Italy during the 16th

century was formerly on display
at St. Panteleimon. The Greek
monk created this hand-made 
treasure in exile during the
Ottoman Empire occupation of
Greece. Due to the bible’s
historical value and aesthetic
beauty, it was suggested to the
monastery curator in the 1970’s
to secure the safety of this
historical treasure which was left
unsecured within reach of the
public for viewing. In 2001, the
bible was no longer on display.
In 2002 several residents were
asked when the bible
disappeared from the monastery
and what happened to this five
hundred year old artefact. The
residents offered no response.   
 
 


