
Οι φτερωτοί κάτοικοι της Τήλου

BONELLI’S EAGLE
The Eagle of the Coasts

Bonelli’s Eagle (Hieraaetus fasciatus) -after Bonelli, an 
Italian naturalist, 1784-1830- is a medium sized eagle and 
one of the fastest and most flexible raptor species. 

It feeds on medium sized birds like doves, pigeons and 
partridges, as well as small mammals like rabbits, hares 
and rodents and most rarely reptiles.  

The halting of traditional agricultural practices and the 
degradation of the species habitats led to its population 
decrease. The eagle’s European population is estimated at 
approximately 1.000 pairs amongst which 85-100 live in 
Greece. 

One pair needs a large territory to live and breed. What 
makes Tilos a special island is that although being small, it 
hosts three pairs of Bonelli’s Eagle!

ELEONORA’S FALCON
Falcon of the Aegean

Eleonora’s Falcon (Falco eleonorae) -named after a 
Sardinian princess of the 14th century who established 
laws protecting falcons- is one of the most important 
raptor species hosted in Greece. 

It winters in Madagascar, migrates during spring to 
the Mediterranean region and nest on the islets. Unlike 
other bird species, Eleonora’s Falcon breeds only in late 
summer. During this period it feeds on large insects and 
small birds when those are flying unsuspected above the 
islets during the migration period of early autumn.

More that 75 % of the world’s population breeds in 
Greece, mainly on the islets of the Aegean Sea. From 
the 6.000 pairs that migrate 500-600 nest in Tilos!

MEDITERRANEAN SHAG
The Mediterranean Diver

The Mediterranean Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
desmarestii) is an endemic species of the Mediterranean 
Sea and breeds and nests on its coasts. 

It is a black bird, looks like a cormorant and is well 
distinguishable from its curved crown-tuft. The species 
population is estimated at 10.000 pairs, amongst 
which 1.000 live in Greece and 15-30 in Tilos. 

It breeds on islets and rocky coasts during winter, from 
November to March. 

Human disturbance that increases during the summer 
period is a major threat because the Mediterranean 
Shag is a very shy species. 

The small but well protected island of Tilos is the ideal 
place to scientifically monitor the Mediterranean Shag, 
which is one of the least studied bird species.

Island of Tilos:  
Special Protected Area (SPA)

Although Tilos is a small island, with a 
total surface of 63 square km, it hosts 
many rare and protected species of flora 
and fauna.

It has been designated as a Special 
Protected Area (SPA) under the European 
Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) because it 

hosts very important species, such as the Bonelli’s Eagle, 
the Mediterranean Shag and Eleonora’s Falcon.

The Natura 2000 European network of protected areas, 
consisting of the Special Protected Areas of all European 
countries, was created to safeguard Europe’s rich and 
diverse natural heritage.

The LIFE-Nature programme is a f inancial tool of the 
European Commission contributing to the protection 
and management of the SPAs of Greece and the rest of 
Europe.

The Municipality of Tilos decided to better manage his 
own SPA, namely the whole island of Tilos, with the 
assistance of the LIFE-Nature programme.
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The right way  
to explore  

the island…

Eleonora’s Falcons and  
Mediterranean Shags prefer  
to socialise with their own  
species…not humans

Pay attention to the signs  
and follow the paths.

Please keep your litter  
with you until  

you find a bin.

The flowers and small animals  
like to spend time with their 
friends…do not separate them.

Fire is romantic... 
but can also become fatal.

Tilos
LIFE - Nature

See, discover, share!

TILOS 
PARK



i

5

4

8

1
2

1

2

3

5

6

7

6

3

8

4

7

i

The LIFE-Nature programme of Tilos:

«Tilos: Conservation  
Management of an island SPA»

The main threats for the three important bird species  
of Tilos are the scarcity of food and the human disturbance.  
These threats will be reduced through the implementation  
of a series of strategic actions of the LIFE-Nature programme. 
Some of these actions are:

The planting of new trees 
of Mount Tabor Oak and 
Terebinth that existed in 
Tilos in greater numbers 
during past years.

Trees will provide an  
ideal refuge for birds  
and invertebrates.

The habitat enhancement  
works of small springs so  
that the out-flowing water  
will be accessible to wildlife.

Springs will attract birds,  
insects, small mammals  
and reptiles.

The sowing  
of traditional 
cereal crops widely 
growing on  
the island during 
past years.

… a great source of food  
for Bonelli’s Eagle  

and Eleonora’s Falcon.

The wardening  
of the island  

with constant  
patrols in order 

to prevent illegal 
activities  

(i.e. fires, species 
collection,  

poaching, etc).

The scientific  
monitoring of  

the three important  
bird species  

of the island  
for their efficient 

protection and 
management.

The environmental  
awareness raising  

of local inhabitants  
and visitors and their 

education on how  
to contribute to the  

island’s protection  
and better  

management.

The creation of a nature 
interpretation trail  

for a more complete 
exploration of the island’s 

natural environment.

Tilos Information Centre

Cereal crops  
will benefit  

seed-eating birds  
as well as insects,  

rodents, etc.

Tilos
See, discover, share!
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